
CGC Class Week 1

During the first class we will run through each test item and see where your dog excels and
where they may need more training. All of the test items are listed below. Please mark where
your dog may need more training.

1. Accepting a Friendly Stranger - the evaluator walks up to the dog and handler and
greets the handler in a friendly manner, ignoring the dog. The test begins with the dog
seated at the handler’s side. The evaluator and handler shake hands (or elbow bump /
wave per COVID protocols) and exchange pleasantries (“Hello it’s nice to see you!”)

a. The dog should not show signs of resentment, aggression or shyness
b. The dog may not jump on, rush or lunge toward the evaluator
c. The dog should be under control throughout the exercise

2. Sitting Politely for Petting - With the dog sitting at the handler’s side, the evaluator
approaches and asks “May I pet your dog?” The evaluator then pets the dog on the head
and body.

a. The dog should not show signs of resentment, aggression or shyness
b. As the evaluator begins to pet the dog, the dog may stand to receive petting
c. The dog may not struggle and pull away to avoid petting
d. The dog may move slightly forward to receive petting, but should not lunge, rush

or jump forward
3. Appearance and Grooming - the evaluator inspects the dog to determine if it is clean and

groomed. The dog must appear to be in healthy condition. The handler should supply a
comb or brush commonly used on the dog. The evaluator softly combs or brushes the
dog and lightly examines the ears and gently picks up each front foot.

a. It is not necessary for the dog to hold a specific position during the examination
and the handler may talk to and praise the dog throughout the exercise

b. The evaluator may give the handler specific instructions for handling the dog in a
manner that ensures safety

c. Any dog requiring excessive restraint so it can be examined should not pass the
test

d. The dog should not struggle, (pull away with intensity) to avoid handling but some
wiggling from excitement is acceptable

4. Out for a Walk - There must be a right turn, left turn, and about turn, with at least one
stop in between and one at the end. The handler may talk to the dog throughout the
“walk” to encourage them

a. The dog’s position should leave no doubt that the dog is attentive to the handler
and is responding to the handler’s movements and changes of direction

b. The dog need not be perfectly aligned with the handler and need not sit at the
stops

c. The dog should not be constantly straining at the leash so that the leash is pulled
tight.

d. If the dog is totally inattentive to the handler it should not be passed



5. Walking Through a Crowd - the dog and handler walk around and pass close to several
(at least three) people. The evaluator can be counted as one of the three people in the
crowd. One person may use some health-care equipment such as a walker, cane or
wheelchair.

a. The dog may show some interest in the strangers, but should continue to walk
with the handler

b. The dog may sniff a person in the crowd briefly, but should move on promptly
c. The dog may not jump on people in the crowd
d. The dog should not be straining at the leash
e. The dog should not be trying to hide behind the handler

6. Sit and Down on Command/Staying in Place - The dog will need to 1) Sit on command
2) Down on Command 3) then stay in a sit or down. When instructed, the handler tells
the dog to stay and walks 20 ft away, turns and returns immediately to the dog at a
normal pace. The dog must remain in the place it was left, however they may change
position such as sit up or stand, as long as they don't try to follow the handler.

a. Dogs who do not sit or down after a reasonable period of time need more training
and should not be passed

7. Coming When Called - The handler will walk 10 ft from the dog, turn to face the dog, and
call the dog. The handler may use body language and encouragement when calling the
dog

a. The test begins when the handler calls the dog
b. Any more than three attempts to call the dog will not be passed

8. Two handlers and their dogs approach each other from a distance of about 20 feet, stop,
shake hands (or elbow bump / wave per COVID protocols) and exchange pleasantries,
and continue on for about 10 feet.

a. The dogs should show no more than casual interest in each other.
b. Neither dog should go to the other dog or its handler.

9. Reaction to Distraction - This test demonstrates that the dog is confident at all times
when faced with common distracting situations. The evaluator will select and present two
distractions. Examples of distractions include dropping a chair, rolling a crate dolly past
the dog, having a jogger run in front of the dog, or dropping a crutch or cane.

a. The dog may express natural interest and curiosity and/or may appear slightly
startled but should not panic, try to run away, show aggressiveness, or bark. The
handler may talk to the dog and encourage or praise it throughout the exercise.

10. Supervised Separation - This test demonstrates that a dog can be left with a trusted
person, if necessary, and will maintain training and good manners. Evaluators are
encouraged to say something like, “Would you like me to watch your dog?” and then
take hold of the dog’s leash. The owner will go out of sight for three minutes. The dog
does not have to stay in position but should not continually bark, whine, or pace
unnecessarily, or show anything stronger than mild agitation or nervousness.

a. Evaluators may talk to the dog but should not engage in excessive talking,
petting, or management attempts (e.g. “there, there, it’s alright”).


